What Does the Bible say about the Final Picture? God’s Dwelling is with Man.
In previous lessons it has been shown how the need for our Saviour began in the Garden of Eden and how our Saviour, this Champion of Mankind, was prophesied at even the earliest times. It has been demonstrated that since creation, darkness and light parallel the human struggle with good and evil and we have read how ultimately Jesus has overcome evil on our behalf. 

We realize God is in the business of saving people from death. This salvation in the bible is likened to a number of “harvests” for God and we saw how the ancient Israelite Holyday Schedule maps out salvation through a series of harvest festivals. 
We have explored how the Holy Spirit works in God’s faithful people, both in Old and New Testament times. We have also come to understand the awesome potential of every human being to be children of God, coming under Jesus our Saviour’s care. Ultimately, we have demonstrated over and over again that God’s attitude to humans is love and grace and that he created us to have a loving, intimate father/child relationship with him. In this regard, the Sabbath was established and sanctified as Holy Time. Through the Sabbath, God reaches out to man and us to him. Jesus fulfills the picture of the Sabbath rest, as does the Millennium – the 7th Day of Man. The earth and all in it are given a thousand year reprieve from the evil one. 
This story of man will come to a conclusion. God has planned a future of peace extending to eternity. This lesson looks at what happens after the Millennium, after the thousand year reign. It will look again at themes hinted at in the garden and borne out in reality in a time yet to come.

The 8th Day

Review Leviticus Chapter 23, which outlines the Harvest Festivals which God gave4 to Israel. This Holy Day schedule provides the pattern of salvation through Christ, which is offered to humans – each in their own order. Christ, the ‘first fruits’, then those who belong to him, at his coming (1 Corinthians 15:20-23). These are identified in the “wave” offerings – the wave sheaf and the wave loaves (Leviticus 23: 9-17) Later there will be a great harvest pictured in the summer harvest festival celebration, of Israel (Leviticus 23:33-44, Numbers Chapters 28 and 29, Deuteronomy Chapter 16:1-17, Exodus 23:14-18).  1 Corinthians 15:20-23 clearly links salvation and the resurrection to the harvest seasons. Each “harvest” is gathered in its turn or season. 
Salvation, in Christ was planned at the beginning. Jesus our Saviour restores what was always meant to be. For our purposes in this lesson, the focus will be on the day after the summer Harvest Festival (which is called the Feast of ‘Tabernacles’ or ‘Booths’ – tents). We know this final celebration as the 8th Day or Last Great Day (Leviticus 23:33-36, John 7:37-39). 

See again Leviticus 23:33-36, Exodus 23:14-17 and Numbers 29:35-38. There is very little information regarding religious ritual commanded for this day. It was one single day, tagged onto the end of the great summer harvest festival. To recap the symbolism associated with the Feast of Tabernacles; Israel was to commemorate their time of wandering in the desert, prior to them entering the Promised Land. This festival of Tabernacles was observed by each family constructing booths (temporary dwellings, such as lean-tos or tents) and they dwelt in them for this 7 day festival. This festival coincided with the summer harvest. So it was also a harvest festival, like the barley and the wheat harvest festivals held earlier in the year. 

On the 7th day of the Feast of Tabernacles the tents or booths were to be packed up, dismantled,  or perhaps even abandoned. They were only to dwell in the tents for 7 days, not for the 8th Day. This 8th day, following the Feast of Tabernacles, was considered a Sabbath, a day of rest and a day of communal worship of our Creator, provider and protector. Aside from prescribed sacrifices, which were variously commanded for each holy day celebration, there is no other obvious commanded ritual associated with this 8th Day. The people were to gather together to worship God. 

However we can deduce somewhat about it. Firstly, as it occurs after the final harvest festival, it does not portray a harvest for God. This is not a day of salvation. All God’s harvest has been brought in. This 8th Day pictures the ultimate solution; it pictures the reason for everything. The promise which this day holds is most comforting and encouraging for Christians, and ultimately, for all mankind. What it portrays is how we humans will be restored to the status and peace we were created for. 

The Keystone for all God’s plan, for all people, is Christ. Thankfully we have one direct New Testament reference to this mysterious day. Jesus declared that he is the ultimate fulfillment of man’s need. (John 7:37). On the last day, the greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood up to speak and in a loud voice, invited people to come to him. “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the scripture has said, streams of living water shall flow from within him.” He spoke of the Holy Spirit, of which Christ is the source. Believers “drink” of the Holy Spirit and it flows like living waters from them. (John 4:13) Jesus explains that he is an eternal source of satisfaction for the believer, who will never thirst again, but will himself, become a “spring of water welling up to eternal life.” This was the message Jesus himself gave on the 8th Day.
Jesus is the source of the Holy Spirit. The believer, drinking from this well-spring, Christ, will be satisfied because he or she has everlasting life. 

It is possible then, that the theme for this 8th Day is eternal life, eternity and life everlasting. Earlier it was pointed out that the Israelites packed up or abandoned their tents, their temporary residences, their makeshift abodes, at the end of the Feast of Tabernacles (tents) at the end of the 7th day.
Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-10. Paul shows how this “earthly tent” is in fact his physical temporary mortal life in this human body. Paul looked forward to his new day with Christ – freed from his mortal body. He looked forward to eternity with Christ (Verse 8), as we all do (Verse 9). 

Isaiah 38:13-14 and Psalm 52:5 confirm that the comparison of the mortal body to a tent was not new. 2Peter 1:13-14 also shows how Peter also viewed his mortal body as a “tent”. These two great Church leaders held this same concept of their mortal bodies.
This incidental teaching holds a key to understanding the 8th day. The ‘tents’ for Israel had a number of layers of meaning. Essentially though, they were a reminder that Israel had wandered, basically as refugees, in the desert, for a period prior to entering their promised land. This underscores the temporary time of wandering in the wilderness in temporary abodes. We have seen in previous lessons that Christians too, wait to enter their “rest” which is with Christ – “so shall we ever be with the Lord” (Hebrews 4:9-11, Jude 1:21, 1 Thessalonians 4:17). Our “wandering” in our “tent”, our temporary dwelling, is on earth, while we await the resurrection to life eternal with Christ.
The theme carried through these experiences of both Israel and Christians is the temporary nature of our human bodies. There was a ‘rest’ for the children of Israel from their wandering. There is a ‘rest’ for Christians from this mortal life of hardship (Genesis 3:16-20) and this ‘rest’ is found in our resurrection to be with Christ forever more (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

The 8th Day of the Feast captures eternity in its significance. It captures existence beyond the physical, beyond our “tenting” in our mortal bodies. The “8th Day” beyond the Millennium, the thousand year reign of Christ, is eternity.
Here is another outstanding link to this picture. Not only do humans “pack up” their temporary abodes, our tents, in the death of the physical body, but even the heavens and the earth will be folded up like a garment, or like a tent and will be replaced by a new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 21:1, 2 Peter 3:13, Hebrews 1:10-12, 12:26-27). This is a most astounding truth of the Bible and is linked inexorably to this 8th Day, the “greatest day” of the feast. 

Back at Creation, God ordained a 7 day week. The people were to find rest and peace in the 7th Day Sabbath worship of God. The Feast of Tabernacles mirrors this ‘week’. Some people refer to this “week” as representative of the Age of Man 7,000 years in duration. The final 1,000 years of this Age of Man, is the Millennium, when Christ restores order and Godly rule over a rebellious earth, subduing it. This is the time the whole world finds its rest and peace under the righteous reign of Jesus the Christ and his saints (Revelation 19:6, 11-16, 20:4-6). During this 1,000 year period, Christ restores humans to the original intended state – living in peace and harmony, submitted to our Creator (Luke 2:14).
 The Bible shows the penultimate purpose. Christ will hand over the whole Kingdom to the Father at the end of this 1,000 year period. Christ will have “subdued all things” and returns it all to the Father’s authority (1 Corinthians 15:20-28). 
The theme of “tenting” extends to the universe. The “8th Day” is the period beyond the Millennium which extends to eternity. 

It is also interesting to once again return to the creation week. You will notice that each day of the week is marked by an evening and a morning, the night and the day. You will see that following the Sabbath, this natural marker is not mentioned. What is implied by this? It may have some reference to the earth being renewed after the Millennium. “The old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:1, 3-4) there is a new heaven and a new earth. The physical creation has lengthy yet, limited purpose for God’s eternal plan. 

Living Waters

Earlier, Jesus was shown to be the source of “living waters”. In the New Jerusalem which comes down from the new heavens (Revelations 21 – whole chapter), we see the throne of God. Springing from beneath the throne of God are streams of living water which appear at first to be a trickling stream, but eventually grow into a mighty river (Revelation 21:3, 22:1-2, Ezekiel 47:1-12). 

We have seen that living waters represent the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit sustains the life of all who live in this new earth. 

It is interesting to recall also that the new converts baptism/conversion is always into “living waters” (Please see Lesson 3; “What Does the Bible say about Repentance and Baptism?” for a more complete overview of this topic). Baptism in the pre-Christian era of Judaism and also in Christian rites pictures baptism into Christ, into the Holy Spirit, into the living waters of eternal life, beautifully borne out in this ultimate setting where springing from the very throne of God are literal living waters – the river of life. 
The Tree of Life
“Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east of Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. And the Lord God made all kinds of trees to grow out of the ground – trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…. The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the Garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.’” (Genesis 2:8-9, 15-17). 
One tree offered life. The other tree offered death. Adam and Eve chose to eat of the tree which led to death. They envied God’s wisdom and reached out to take what was not given to them for food. Read Genesis 3:1-13. “The Lord God said, ‘The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.’” Genesis 3:22). So God banished Adam and Eve from the Garden and from access to the tree of life. He also barred the way to the Garden. No human could have access to life via the fruit of the tree of life - not until Christ came. 

Humans were originally offered life, but were tricked into sin and shame and death. From that time they had no access to the tree of life. Some scholars recognize the thread leading to Jesus, who died, crucified on a tree. He died this way, so we may live. There may be a metaphoric link to the tree of life, in the symbolism of Christ’s crucifixion on the tree, through which Jesus reconciles humans to God and brings them life and forgiveness of sin.
However, for the purpose of this lesson, a leap further into the future is made. In this post millennial era, the subject of this lesson, we see a river of life flowing out from the throne of God. “On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse.” (Revelation 22:1-5)

The terrible consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin are removed. The consequence or “curse” was not only hardship, but death. This description of the tree of life, boldly available, clearly shows that all nations have access to its fruit at any time. It gives life and health to all. As God dwelt in the Garden with the first couple, now the Father and the Lamb reside with ‘men’ forever. The presence of the tree of life after the thousand year reprieve, demonstrates that intimacy with God is restored. This will occur in this post Millennium age.

Light

Harking back to the Garden we learn the truth about the power of darkness and the power of light which overcomes the darkness. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was (became) formless and empty, darkness was over the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” (Genesis 1:1-2)

Darkness pervaded the whole world and the earth was a waste land, covered in water. Now God was about to make startling transformations. 

“And God said, ‘Let there be light.’ And there was light. God saw that the light was good and he separated the light from the darkness” (Verse 3). 

You will see that God’s presence immediately rectified the darkness and it was very good. This “light” is not the sun, moon or stars – they were formed on day 4 (Read verses 14-19).  Yet darkness and light both continued to preside, the darkness first, then the light and darkness and light marked the “days”.
Now consider this parallel passage in John. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” (John 1:1). Though there was one God, he has more than one ‘component’. 

This “Word” had an active part in creation. “Through him all things were made.” (John 1:3). “In him was life and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”

Marrying these first few verses of Genesis with the same few verses in John, we see that the Word was God and encapsulated life, and was the “light” that shone in the darkness. This same passage goes on to demonstrate that “the Word”, “the Life” and “the Light”, these aspects of God, are Jesus. He is the “true light” that came into the world as the Messiah. (John 1:1-14).
As in the garden the darkness continued to exist, so also after Jesus was born, the darkness has remained for mankind. See John 1:10-11. The world did not recognize him. As long as there are day/night cycles, “darkness” (sin) will remain with us. Paul defined the relationship between this metaphorical darkness and sin. “For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14) Satan holds the prince of darkness (Acts 26:16-18) and this time for man being subject his sway will continue until all is fulfilled. This state will persist until after the Millennium. All people living, will come to the light of Jesus. 

Presently, Jesus disciples act as a kind of beacon in a dark world, held captive by Satan (2 Timothy 2:26, Ephesians 2:1-8). Hence our light must be seen to be effective (Matthew 5:16, Luke 11:36, 1 Thessalonians 5:4-11) Jesus’ followers are “sons of the day”. We belong to the day. 

Ultimately, the darkness is completely overcome. (Revelation 22:3-5). “The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city (New Jerusalem Chapter 21:2-3), and his servants will serve him…. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord will give them light, and they will reign forever and ever” (Verse 5). 

That is right. God’s presence is light – figuratively and literally and his presence will be with people in this new era. 

Jesus Overcomes all Rebellion
You will know, in this “age of man” it is impossible for a human to see the face of God and live (Exodus 33:17-23), but in this ultimate eternity of the 8th Day, we will dwell with God, beholding his face and we will live (Revelation 22:4). This implies that all humans who live, at this time will have put on immortality (1 Corinthians 15:54). As we have seen, God is light, and cannot exist together with darkness. Likewise God who is righteousness cannot exist with evil and sin. (Verse 5) “There will be no more night.” Any existing sons of Adam will have put off their sin, their darkness and their mortality by this time, no longer offspring of Adam and Eve, but truly sons and daughters of light, of God.
This is consistent with salvation and consistent with the passages which plainly state that no-one who does wicked things will live there in this New Jerusalem. (Revelation 22:15, 21:8). They will have met their demise and suffered the “reward” for their wrong-doing. Read Revelation 20:11-15. This is the final fate of the wicked and rebellious and it is “the second death” from which there is no resurrection. 

When sinners are “outside” the city – this means they are excluded. They do not “live” outside for their fate was clear (Revelation 20:14-15). Jesus’ sacrifice applies once, to each individual. He will not be crucified anew (Hebrews 6:4-6) for the unrepentant sinner. There is no resurrection from the second death. 

A clear definition is made between those who are resurrected, judged and given life, to those whose names are not written into the “Lamb’s Book of Life” (Revelation 20:15). If one’s name is not written into the Lamb’s Book of Life, they will not have everlasting life, but be tossed into the lake of fire. This is the second death and it is final. (This is not eternal torment, but death).

It is appointed to man, once to die, and after that, the resurrection to judgment (Hebrews 9:27, Hebrews 10:14-18). Some are resurrected to life, and some to death (Revelation 20:11-15). This occurs prior to the New Heaven and New Earth which we see in Revelation 21. 
The absence of Darkness coincides with the absence of evil and wickedness and the complete and continuous presence of light. There are no more tears, no more curse, no more death and mourning and no more pain. The old way of things has “passed away (Revelation 21:4, 22:3). God comforts us (Revelation 21:4), wiping away our tears. 

Jesus came, “so that by his death, he might destroy him who holds the power of death, that is the devil – and free those whose lives were held in slavery by their fear of death” (Hebrews 2:10). Is this not all mankind who are enslaved by Satan and who are subject to death? Is he freeing all of us from Satan’s grasp?
Jesus reign will be for a thousand years. He will bring all things into subjection. In fact, every knee will bow to him (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10). When the end comes he “hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power (those that resist God). For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed, is death… When he has done this, then the Son, himself, will be made subject to him who put everything under him (i.e. subject to the Father) so that God may be all in all.” (1 Corinthians 15:24-28).

Revelation 22 shows the oneness of the Father and Jesus. God rules from New Jerusalem, the Holy City pictured by the throne of the Father and the Lamb. One God (as Father and Son) will reign supreme forever more. (Revelation 22:5).

The Temporary, Physical Replaced by the Permanent, Spiritual and Pure
The heavens and earth is a physical realm for physical mortal beings to live. God created us to live, but we depend entirely on this physical earth to live – on its water, its air and its produce. Though we were created to live, we were compromised in the garden and evil and death were introduced into the world of mankind. Good and evil, darkness and light will co-exist with mankind until all is fulfilled. Jesus our Saviour, who was promised from the beginning, embodies light, goodness and love. Our enemy is Satan, but we can be confident because Jesus completely overcame him. Jesus ultimately will subdue all things and hand over the Kingdom to the Father. 

Certain symbols show us that God will ultimately reside once again in an intimate and loving relationship with his created children. The tree of life will be accessible to all, at all times. The Holy Spirit – the River of Life (living water) will flow from God’s throne. And light, the light of God – purity and righteousness - will shine continually in the new era. 

All physical and mortal people will at some stage, be resurrected, but not all will gain eternal life. Those whose names are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, will simply cease to exist after they are thrown into the Lake of Fire. (Let us pray that this number is very few indeed.) Take heed to what is written in your Bible for it is by what is written in the “Books”, in relation to how we behave, that we are judged. Know that all will stand before the judgment seat of God (Romans 14:10). This excludes those who are in the first resurrection for the second death has no power over them (Revelation 20:4-6). 
On the 8th Day, which follows the Millennium, there will be no more sin or pain or death. There will be no more tears or sorrow and there will be brilliant light – goodness and righteousness will be the unceasing culture and way of life, of this new earth. 

This new spiritual existence sees its ultimate location in the New Heaven and New Earth with the Holy City Jerusalem as its capital, where the Father and Son are enthroned. The physical earth and heavens no longer exist. Their use and purpose are completed. 

All these things describe the 8th Day, The Greatest Day, which follows immediately on the heels of the Feast of Tabernacles. 

Jesus says “Yes, I am coming soon.” And we say, “Amen. Come Lord Jesus.”  (Revelation 22:12, 20-21)
“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.” (Revelation 22:20-21).

“Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.” (Psalm 45:6, Hebrews 1:8). Praise God for his goodness and faithfulness. 
