What Does the Bible say about Purpose to the Christian Life?
Going to Church
Carrie is a Christian. Her Mum and Dad and Grandmother are Christian. She attends Church every week and lives a quiet life. She is busy at work and does not take much responsibility at Church because she feels she is not that talented and has little to offer. She’s too busy anyway. She believes faith is enough. 

Isabel also attends church each week. She likes to be involved as she has a huge amount of energy. She teaches the children’s group and is part of the worship service. She believes evangelism is important for saving people and speaks out about Jesus at every opportunity. She believes her reward is based on what she does. 

Allison is also a regular Church attendee. Her church has a number of weekly events she attends, which can at times be quite demanding and draining, but she believes the church is the authority in her life and she likes to support it. There is a strong public profile and evangelistic thrust so she tithes to support “the work”. 

Annie is a Christian who does not attend Church – ever. She believes her faith is between her and God.

Christians are each unique in their responses to Jesus and conversion. Churches also differ in what they teach and how they operate. Some say all we need to do is express faith in Jesus and others expect a high standard of righteous behaviour as it reflects adherence to the Christian ethic. Some demand loyalty to their organization and each has its own culture.
In this lesson we will explore what it means to be Christian. We will investigate what God expects of us – if anything. We will question why there is a Church – what it is – what its function is and we will ponder why God has this relationship with the Church through Jesus. 

Basic Christian Beliefs
What all Christians agree on are these basic tenets of Christianity

· Jesus is the Son of God.

· He was born to the virgin, Mary, by conception of the Holy Spirit. 

· That He healed the sick and cast out demons.

· That He died and was resurrected.

· That by believing in Jesus we are saved and have eternal life

· And many if not most Christians believe we go to heaven when we die. 

Often Christianity is a “feel good” religion. People attend Church. They sing and clap. They listen to a brief message – perhaps about Jesus. They put money in the basket. They have a quick catch up with friends. They go home. How many go away each week and wonder what it is really all about?

Why do Christians go to Church? Why does the minister give a sermon? Why do we sing and clap and dance? What is the purpose to it all? This lesson will attempt to give a backdrop of meaning and purpose to the Christian experience.

About this Jesus 
If you know anything about Jesus, you will know He is the single most remarkable human who has ever lived. He is God’s son (Galatians 2:20). He overcame Satan (Matthew 4:1-11). He raised Lazarus to life days after he had died and was buried (John 11:1-43). He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, the lame walked again and those with spiritual torment (demon possessed) were exorcised (Mark 1:27, Matthew 8:16, Matthew 11:15, Luke 7:22). Jesus walked on water, calmed stormy seas (Luke 8:25) and taught people about a time far, far into the future (Matthew 24:1-24).

Any one of these remarkable feats would mark the person as extraordinary and unique, but there is even more! Jesus lived a life free from sin (Hebrews 4:15). Despite this he was hated and hunted down, then arrested by officials and an angry heckling mob (Matthew 26:47-55, 27:11-26). He was abused and beaten as part of his interrogation (Matthew 27:27-31).A murderer was selected over him for release (Matthew 27:15-26). He died a most gruesome death and was buried (Matthew 27:32-61). As he himself foretold (Matthew 12:40), he remained in the grave only 3 days and 3 nights and was resurrected (Acts 10:40). Jesus met up with his friends after his resurrection, showing them from scripture how his life and death had been prophesied (Acts 10:39-41, 1:3, Luke 24:40-49, Revelation 1:4-8). Then in full view of everyone, he was taken up into heaven (Luke 24:51). An angel standing by explained that Jesus would one day return much the same way he had left, in full view of everyone (Acts 1:1-11).
Yes. No human had ever been like him and no other human ever will. This sinless Jesus, this Son of God, died so that we may live. (1 Thessalonians 5:10) He was resurrected and ascended to heaven with a promise that we who believe in him would not perish but have everlasting life and live with him forever (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

Jesus is the most awesome icon worthy of our adoration and devotion. He is human and he is God (Romans 9:5). We follow him spiritually and literally into heaven (Revelation 14:4), but what is it really all for? Why did Jesus come? Why did he invite people to follow Him? Why does the church teach people about Jesus and why does the church make disciples of new believers, baptizing them into the Father’s name (Mark 16:15-16)?
Once we become Christian, is that it? Do we now continue going to church until we die, hoping we never fail, or conversely just going about our business, and live like none of it matters since we are now “saved”?

Made in His Image
The fundamental purpose to all creation is identified right back at the beginning. “And God said ‘Let us make man in our image’ (Genesis 1:26). God made Adam from the dust of the ground, in his own image. He formed the woman from Adam’s rib and gave them life (Genesis 2:7, 18-25).

Now as you can imagine God, who created everything straddles the universe. He is understood to be omnipotent. He is spirit. He is all knowing and omnipresent, but this humble creature made from the earth is made in God’s image. Why?

After giving them life, God then gave them authority over all the earth – over every living thing and over all that the earth could produce (Genesis 1:26-31). So man was made in the likeness of God and given a little power. The book of Hebrews refers to this as well. It says that God put all things under their feet (under their jurisdiction) – 'all things' implies the whole universe – but we do not yet see all things put under him, but we see Jesus “who was made a little lower than the angels” (human for a time) now “crowned with glory” and honour. Read Hebrews 2:5-9 and 3:6. Of Jesus it is also said, “Your throne, O God, will last forever” (Hebrews 1:8). 

Jesus precedes humans in positions of true authority and responsibility and dominion. Jesus is the forerunner and pioneer for Christians (Romans 8:29), who follow in his steps. 

When God gave man “dominion”, it was a foretaste of what was to come. Paul said to the Corinthian Christians that they should behave responsibly toward one another. “Know you not that you will judge angels?” (1 Corinthians 6:1-4). So we see that man was given dominion over the whole earth, but there is more to come.

The potential which God instilled in humans at creation prepares us for phenomenal opportunities with Christ, so let’s see what that means. There are two basic avenues to explore together. There is the question of “What is God doing in you” and “What is God doing through you”? 

Mortality vs. Immortality
When God created humans, he was satisfied with all that he had made. It was “good” (Genesis 1:31). You would think that creating us in his image had quite a significant meaning. We were formed physically and it was good. We were formed with other traits as well – to communicate, worship, create, work, rejoice and procreate, to name a few. These things make us capable of discussing, designing, scrutinizing, judging, deciding and fulfilling plans. These are God-like qualities. They generate in us an ability to work together in communities and to work powerfully on the most wonderful projects, like space exploration, etc. These capacities we have are God-like – perhaps it is in these cognitive and emotional aspects of our being that we even more closely resemble God. He is spirit and he has no need at all for nose, ears, hands, feet, lungs, mammary glands and reproductive organs. He is spirit, in fact even his eyes, of which there are seven, not two,  are ‘spirit’ (Revelation 5:6). The realm he lives in is not physical earth, with its water, plants, animals and minerals, but heaven – of which we only catch glimpses in the Bible. Spirit is a realm which is beyond the physical. Jesus said it is somewhat like the wind, which stirs mysteriously, because we cannot see it (John 3:8).
Our human bodies are mortal and temporary. Contrary to the doctrinal stance of almost every religion, (even mainstream Christianity), humans do not have immortality. To explain this one must re-visit the Garden of Eden. God created man and woman. He breathed life into them (Genesis 2:7). Man became a “living soul”. God explained they were subject to death. The opposite of life is death. The humans were mortal. We know this because the Garden had two trees specifically mentioned. They are mentioned because they demonstrate both man’s (humankind’s) vulnerability to die and man’s potential to live. God advised them not to eat of the one tree - only one tree. The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil posed the only threat – if the humans ate of it, they would die. If God meant ‘Hey, your bodies will die, but your spirit will move on to another plane of existence’, he would have said so. They were alive, God had given them life – and they were mortal, but eating of that tree would bring about their demise. There was another tree - The Tree of Life – it is implied that the people would live forever if they ate of that tree. Compare Genesis 3:3 with Genesis 3:22. 
Adam nor Eve, and none of their offspring in any way shape or form has eternal life inherently at birth. Mortality is our lot. Read, (1 Corinthians 15:22) “as in Adam all die….” – yes, Adam and Eve ate of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and they died, passing on a legacy of mortality to each of their descendents. 

The bible describes the incidental return to life from death of a very few people, and this only through some miraculous intervention – but except for Jesus, each of these was returned to mortal life. Elijah returned a son to his grieving mother (1 Kings 17 Whole chapter). Jesus saved a little girl who was dead (Luke 8: 40-56), and Lazarus who was both dead and buried (John 11:42-44, John 12:1) was raised. Peter explained that even David, the most beloved of God’s human children remained in the grave where he was buried (Acts 2:29-34).
Because Adam and Eve, prior to the eating of the forbidden tree, could have “freely eaten” of the Tree of Life, we can assume God wished for them to choose life, to live eternally. Their quest was to resist that which was not theirs to take, which was not given to them freely, but eternal life was given “freely”. Once they ate from the forbidden tree, they were denied the other tree’s fruit, the Tree of Life, and were banished from the Garden – with mortality as their only promise. 

There was one saving grace. God promised the Saviour would come. God said there would be enmity between the serpent, who we know as Satan, who had deceived them (Genesis 3:13, John 8:44), and the woman’s seed. The serpent would “…bite his heal” but the Saviour would “…crush his head.” (Genesis 3:15). One of their offspring would overcome the serpent’s wiles and once again, open up the path to eternity. 
This is the first reason for Jesus. He undoes what Satan had done. He reverses the curse of death brought upon all humans by that “original sin” in the Garden. Secondly, Jesus did what Adam and Eve had failed to do. He overcame Satan and sin on our behalf. He “crushed his head”. Thirdly, when we believe in Jesus, that He died and took away our sins, then we are given eternal life. “As in Adam all die, so in Christ all shall be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). 
We humans are subject to death. “The soul that sins, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4, 20). “We all fall short of the glory of God” and sin (Romans 3:23). Not only do Adam’s and Eve’s sin fall on us, but we too succumb to Satan’s wiles. “All have sinned” (Romans 3:23, 5:12). When we accept Jesus as our Saviour our sins are forgiven – the debt for our sins is paid in full and eternal life is opened up to us. (Romans 8:1-4, 1 John 3:4-8, John 3:16). What ties this altogether is this, found in Romans 8:28-39 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified….. For I am convinced that neither death nor life… will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”. Although we are mortal, God holds out eternal life for us to claim through Jesus. 
Made in God’s Image – God’s Children
These are all marvelous truths – the opening up of salvation to us, but the icing on the cake, so to speak is the 4th reason for Jesus, which answers why God created humans in his image. The answer is that we become God’s very own children, sons and daughters of God, when we accept Jesus as our Saviour. We enter again that very intimate relationship with him. He walked and talked with the first couple in the garden and now once again we too can have a loving intimate communion with him because of Jesus. Through Jesus we become children of God. 
What are the implications of this for Christians? What does it mean to be a child of God? Did creation finish on the Sabbath of creation week or was that just the beginning?

The Bible makes it very clear that it is not because of what we did that we are called, but only because of God’s mercy and grace (Ephesians 2:3-5) because he loved us  (Ephesians 5:2, 1 John 4:18-19). “We love him because he first loved us”.
As humans we procreate. We are made in God’s image because he is creating awesome beings in us – children of God. Each child who is born has this same potential and opportunity. 

So we hear about Jesus, and we respond to his invitation to be his disciples. We become convicted in our hearts that we are sinners.  We repent and are baptized – now here is the magic part – we receive an investment of the divine (Luke 11:13) – the Spirit of God – The Holy Spirit – into our very being. This seals us as children of God and this is our new beginning and the beginning of our eternity. (2 Corinthians 1:21-22) “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” Yet we still live as mortals, eventually the body will die, but just as God raised Jesus from the dead, so he will also raise each of us, his children. (Acts 2:38, Acts 8:17, Hebrews 6:1-3). 

So we now understand sin and death were admitted into the world because Adam and Eve succumbed to Satan’s influence. We know Jesus had to overcome Satan, succeeding where Adam and Eve had failed. We know Jesus died sinless, paying the penalty for sin through the shedding of his own blood. We also know that when we accept Jesus as our Saviour, eternal life is extended to us, we are empowered with the Holy Spirit and we become children of God (in his image). We established that we physically may look somewhat like God. In our capacities of the mind and emotions we are also similar to God.  We now have his Spirit and we embark on the Christian life. Herein lies one of the purposes of the Christian life, which we live in this mortal body. 
God is creating in us the very nature of his Son, Jesus – he is ‘perfecting us’, leading us to maturity – the perfect man. Yes, God is continuing from creation week (Ephesians 2:4-10). We are his workmanship – not yet a finished product, but a work in progress. 
The Law of Love
The Israelites were given 10 commandments, written on stone tablets, and they were given a considerable number of other statutes and laws. As Christians the “written code” (Colossians 2:14) was nailed to the cross, but let us not be deceived, this same law that underpinned the first covenant continues to the second – not a bunch of do’s and don’ts but with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the code of law is written on our hearts. Our inner being now trends toward righteousness. You see the written code was never enough to perfect a man – we need the Spirit of God. Through the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit, we come to appreciate the spirit and intent of the law. Read the Beatitudes in Matthew 5-7. Jesus makes it clear that a Christian’s righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees (Matthew 5:20). The Holy Spirit leads us to live a life of love. 
When all we do hinges on the two great commandments – “to love God with all your heart and mind and soul” and to “love your neighbour as yourself” (Mark 12:30-31, Leviticus 19:18, Deuteronomy 6:5), we will recognize sin when it is only a thought – we will reject sin before this seed of a thought sprouts roots in our minds. The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin. It recognizes it in us and prompts repentance and rejection of sin. The Holy Spirit in us seeks reconciliation and forgiveness through Jesus, knowing this is the very reason he died, to take away our sins. This is one way the Holy Spirit leads us toward the perfection that is in Jesus Christ (1 John 5:1-5, Romans 8:1-17 especially verse 13 &29).

The Spirit leads us on a righteous path, steering us away from sin and creates in us the perfect character of Jesus (1 John 3:1-7). It helps us when we are weak (Romans 8:26). The Spirit creates those changes in us (Romans 8:28-30). 

There is somewhat more to becoming like Christ than just not sinning. Jesus made it very clear that love itself must underpin every thing a Christian does. Love is active, not passive. Love is demonstrated in good deeds. Recall the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31-46). Also read 1 Corinthians Chapter 13, which gives an excellent description of love in action. It is simply not enough to be upright. To have Jesus character one must also be kind, generous, forgiving, compassionate (Galatians 5:22, John 13:1-17).
The Spirit creates in each of us the perfect man, conformed to the image of Christ, who is God (Romans 9:5). This “perfection” exceeds righteousness and sinlessness, because we will also love others. Love must be the motivator of all we think and do. God is love (1 John 5:1-5). We are created in God’s image, but know also God is creating in us his own nature – the same nature of Christ – pure, sinless and loving – the ultimate man. Jesus gave one sign that the disciples were his followers – that they love one another (John 14:34-35). He demonstrated that this love is expressed in humble service to one another (John 13:1-17).

A work to do- Now (our Father’s business- what business are we in?)

Jesus came doing a work – he preached the gospel message. He taught about God, the Kingdom of God and about man’s opportunity to enter that kingdom. He accompanied this preaching with signs and wonders which left no-one in doubt that he was sent by God. Jesus passed on this baton to his disciples. We are to carry on his work both individually and within groups. This is another purpose for the Christian’s life. 

We reach out to others with the message of salvation. We point them to Jesus who offers salvation. We support them as they walk this path with us. The Church is a body of believers (Matthew 6:18) the “ekklesia” a group of people called to a purpose. The Church Jesus established through the disciples are the people, not the building or the organizational administration, but living beings. Read 1 Corinthians Chapter 12. The Church is the “body” of Christ, carrying on the work he started. It is also the temple in which Christ resides through the Spirit which is in us. A significant role for each of us is to play our part in this body. We are “living stones” fitly joined together (1 Peter 2:5). Christians participate in the church’s work which is twofold – to preach the gospel and to nurture one another. Turn again to the First Book of Corinthians and read Chapters 12-14. We are part of a living organism and each of us has a role to play within the work of the organism and in its self care. 
God gave us this incredible gift of the Spirit of Christ and through it we are gifted with miraculous capacities whereby God does this work. There are a number of manifestations of the gift mentioned in 1 Corinthians, but also a number of roles which people fill (1 Corinthians 12:28-31). We use our gifts to fulfill our roles or calling e.g. prophets prophesy, teachers teach, preachers preach, and healers heal. Meetings and systems whereby Christians are nurtured and grown ought to accommodate the strengths that each individual has, in order for each person to contribute. All things are to be done in love. 1 Corinthians Chapter 13 is known as the “love chapter”.
Kings and Priests
So we have seen that there is a work God is doing in us, and a work God is doing through us. This work He does through us is two-fold – preaching the gospel and supporting one another in love, so the church is strong and healthy, building each other up – to edify each other – to edify the “body”. 
However there is even more to this calling, than many have ever imagined (Romans 11:33-36). Israel was called to be a “royal priesthood” but they were unfaithful to their God (Hosea 10:5, Zephaniah 1:4, Jeremiah 3:8, 23) worshipping pagan deities and idols. Likewise we in the church have been called a “royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9). We are called 'royal' because we are God’s children and we are priests of the Most High God. Jesus, who already resides in heaven, is our high priest. He intercedes on our behalf (Hebrews 2:17) before God the Father. He advocates for us and Champions our causes. 

The role of priest is to teach people about God and the law and it is to conduct holy sacraments associated with the temple or tabernacle. The priest maintains holiness. The whole book of Leviticus gives insight into the priest’s duties in Old Testament times. Malachi Chapter 2 says the priests are meant to honour God (Verse 2), and uphold the covenant (Verses 3-4), to revere God and teach instruction (Verses 5-6), walking in peace and uprightness (Verse 6).They should preserve knowledge, so people can have confidence to seek instruction from them because they are “messengers of the Lord”. Can it be that Christians have this duty too?
1 Peter 1:3 instructs us to prepare for action. We are to be holy (Verses 15-16) as God is Holy and to live in reverent fear, (Verse 17), for we are redeemed with the precious blood of Jesus Christ, perfect and without blemish, who was raised from the dead and glorified (Verses 20-21). Through him we are purified and obey the truth, having sincere and deep love for each other (Verse 22) and join Christ as living and endurable (compared to flowers which fall – mortal Verses 24-25), through the Word of God we have received. 

1 Peter 2 carries on in this same vein – We are prepared for the priesthood – now we are “living stones” of a spiritual temple as Christ is the Chief Cornerstone and we are being built into a spiritual house (Verses 4-8). We are a “holy priesthood, a holy nation”. Why? So we may declare the praises of God who brought us out of darkness into his marvelous light” (Verses 9-10). We are urged to live pure and godly lives, so all who witness our ‘good deeds” will glorify God on the Day he visits (Verses 11-12). 
We are to “live as servants of God”, showing “respect to everyone”, to “love the brotherhood of believers” and to “fear God and honour the King”. Then if we do well and suffer for it, this is commendable because Christ suffered for us, who was our example, having “committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:22). 

So our lives must be a pure and upright testimony of God’s holiness and goodness as was found in Jesus our Saviour. There is great meaning to the Christian walk. Created in God’s image, we are developing the very nature and character of Christ. The Holy Spirit is in each of us and as a church “body” we are to let Christ live in us as we continue with the dual commission of spreading the gospel and nurturing the sheep. Jesus told Peter, as a leader of the church “Feed my sheep”. Finally we have a role as priests to God and we must live holy lives which bear true testimony to Jesus. Yet, there is more.
A work to do – Millennium 
God is creating sons and daughters in his image. Eternal life is once more held out to humankind through Jesus. He is like the new Tree of Life for us. We lead new disciples to him to eat freely. Jesus invites us to come and eat and drink (John 6:35, 7:37) and informs us that to have eternal life, we must “eat his flesh” and “drink his blood” (John 6:53-56). This we do in the Passover/communion service through which Christians “show the Lord’s death” until he comes (John 6:26-59, Mark 14:12-26, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 

Many billions of people have been born and many billions have died not ever hearing Christ’s name. But God did not create any of us in vain. Nevertheless, as we live we continue to reach others with this Holy Word – so they too may become children of God, brothers and sisters of Christ. 
The Bible speaks much of the coming “Day of the Lord”. On this day, Jesus will return to earth, no longer the lamb, but as a conquering King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 17:14, 19:16). He will tear down the human political and religious systems which have set themselves up against God – some even pretend to be holy “having an appearance of a lamb, but speaking like a dragon” (Revelation 13:11). Read through Revelation Chapter 12 and 13 and then Chapters 17 and 18. Revelation 19:19 shows Jesus on a white horse followed by an army. Who is that army?
Follow on into Chapter 20:4-6 of Revelation. We see that the church, the saints - we who have been called to serve Christ as a royal priesthood - will be given power and authority to rule with Christ throughout that marvelous 1,000 year reign. 

The Christian walk no longer seems like an empty waiting game – waiting for death and our change. We have an amazing work being achieved in each of us. There is an amazing work which we are doing as Christ lives and works in us and through us. And there is an amazing work we are being prepared for. The human mind has never conceived of the height of riches and glory that God has called us to. It is more than worship; it is more than paying tithes, and more than lip service to the mighty God. Yes, we join him and work for him as kings and priests in a future time. Let us be about our Father’s business. We are helping to build an effective holy workforce to follow Jesus across heaven to establish the Kingdom of God on earth. 

