What Does the Bible say about Submission to God’s will?
Part One
Blessed are the Meek

“Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.” (Matthew 5:5) “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” (Matthew 5:3) “This man will I esteem: he who is humble and contrite and trembles at my word.” (Isaiah 66:2) “Except you become as one of these (little children) you cannot enter the Kingdom of God.” (Matthew 19:3) “Suffer the little children to come unto me, for of such is the Kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:14) The common theme here is humility.

Humility is not only an unpopular word in today’s society, as a characteristic it is only infrequently seen. It is a quality that has fallen out of fashion. People are advised not to be “doormats” or “pushovers”. Men who are pliable and biddable are called “pussies” or are said to be “under the thumb” implying emasculation.

We in this modern world fear being taken advantage of. We fear being too “easy” and we fear making ourselves vulnerable by acquiescing to another’s requests or needs. 
Christ advised us to “turn the other cheek” and to “go the extra mile” as well as to give generously to one who makes demands on you (Luke 6:29, Matthew 5:41). We are even coached to bless our enemies and “not curse” and to pray for those who “despitefully use you” (Romans 12:14, Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:28). This does not sit well with our modern psyche and current wisdoms. How can we make sense of these instructions in a world where ambition and avarice are the ‘norm’ and individual rights are paramount? Jesus introduced a radical new way of thinking and being to our relationships.
Consider this also. Sometimes people may seem biddable, but often there are other reasons for this. When one is downtrodden, he or she is easily bossed around, literally unable to deny a request from others, especially when there are power imbalances, but is this real humility? Other people may adopt a persona which appears humble, easy going and compliant, but eventually it becomes obvious this is a sycophantic cloak to conceal another agenda. Some incongruously, take pride in their “humility”, bragging about what a poor specimen of humanity they are. Still others debase themselves, lacking any belief in their own value and qualities as a person. Yet again there are others who wear a cloak of “false humility” pretending to be a certain type of person, but quickly snap into their real personality under certain pressures. But what is true humility? 

Speaking of humility conjures up for us many concepts, nuances and often raw emotions. Reading this you may have experienced fear, outrage, revulsion, indignation, humiliation, etc. Humility is a touchy subject, but it is at the core of “submission to God’s will”. In this lesson we will consider Christ’s example. After all, the fate of humanity rested on Christ’s humility. We will also explore how humility will be evident in a Christian’s life; how humility is strength when it forms a part of the Christian character. We will look closely at our relationship with God and Jesus the Christ, which thrives and grows through submission and obedience.
Living Sacrifices
Paul claimed that the human heart is “enmity to God” (Galatians 5:17) – it is “not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can it be” (Romans 8:7). In this vein, he also speaks of the Holy Spirit as having the capacity to “tear down strongholds” of the mind (2 Corinthians 10:2). Our instructions as Christians go completely against our natural selves. We must submit to those in authority (1 Peter 2:13), submit to God and His Son, Jesus, (Hebrews 12:9, James 4:7, Ephesians 5:24) and submit to each other  (Ephesians 5:21) becoming “living sacrifices” – slaves to righteousness (Romans 6:18)  and servants in attitude  (Luke 1:2, 1 Peter 2:16). Paul also says we are not to think of ourselves more highly than we ought, but “in lowliness of mind” to esteem each other as better than ourselves (Philippians 2:3). How does one move from total resistance to God and His law to become a slave of righteousness and servants of one another?
Jesus taught that those who are “least” would be “greatest” in the Kingdom of God (Matthew 20:24-28), and that contrary to the way the world usually operates, we are not to “lord it over” one another, but rather to serve (Verse 26). The Christian life is one of quiet humble service and one of complete submission to God. How is that achieved when every fibre of our being strives against it?
In the Bible, a sacrifice is a life given as a substitute for another. Having accepted Jesus as our sacrifice, we are to give up our lives to God. We are no longer our own, but belong to Jesus (John 15:9, 16:15, Romans 1:6) and are in His service.

Tearing Down Strongholds 
The Holy Spirit of God, which tears down strongholds of the mind (2 Corinthians 10:4-5 especially see the Amplified Bible) is at the core of our relationship with the Father – it seals us as God’s own children  (1 John 3:2, Ephesians 4:30, Ephesians 1:13, Romans 8:14), and as heirs with Christ  (Romans 8:16-18)  of the Kingdom of Heaven – and it is to this Holy Spirit that we submit, for the Holy Spirit is the very essence of God the Father and Christ  (1 Peter 1:10-12), and it is that which we respond to as we learn to grow in this Christian walk. We do this so we may share in the very nature of Christ (1 John 3:1-3, 2 Peter 1:4).
The Bible and Christ’s words in particular lay the foundation for how a Christian thinks and behaves as one of Christ’s disciples. In fact, God’s Spirit is “truth” (1 Corinthians 2:13, 1 John 5:6, John 16:13) linking the Holy Spirit to the Holy Bible. These two influences, the Holy Spirit and God’s word, the Holy Bible, combined in the one heart lead us along a clearly lit path from which, when we are submitted to God, we will not stray. It is this Holy Spirit which frees us from sin (1 John 1:8-10), and leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4). Not only that, but the 10 commandments become more meaningful, as Jesus explained we are to respect and obey the ‘spirit’ and intent of the law (Matthew Chapter 6). 
We are to be aware of the spiritual failure which precedes sin. The spiritual failure is lust, which precedes adultery. The spiritual failure is covetousness which precedes theft. The spiritual failure is hatred, which precedes murder. By understanding this, and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide us, sin is ‘nipped in the bud’ and rejected prior to it taking seed in the strongholds of our minds and fostering sin. It is the Holy Spirit, which helps us to recognize these human impulses and gives us strength to reject them. Jesus said “except your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the Pharisees and teachers of the law (who prided themselves on this very measure) you will not enter the Kingdom of God.” (Matthew 5:20). People can be very careful to keep the letter of the law, but still fall short of the standards of the Kingdom of God. 
The Spirit of the Law is Love

A Christian receives reliable and consistent prompts from God, via the Holy Spirit. Not only do we have this indwelling radar which detects the seed of sin (thought and emotion) before it takes root in our minds, but the Holy Spirit also prompts us in doing well. The Holy Spirit may speak in a still small voice (1 Kings 19:12), but it cannot be ignored (1 Thessalonians 5:19). Paul’s advice was to stop thieving and to use your hands to do good works (Ephesians 4:28). It is not enough to just stop sinning, one ought to when led by the Spirit of God, seek to do well. 
It is the Holy Spirit which overcomes the natural resistance in humans to God’s law. It is the Holy Spirit which purifies our hearts and minds. And it is the Holy Spirit which strengthens us, not only to overcome sin, but to replace sin with love and care for others. 

Christians are humans who have a seed of Godliness indwelling in them, which leads us to become perfect. We ourselves are not perfect, but are on the path to full maturity and perfection and holiness, walking in Jesus Christ’s footsteps. Christians do still fall short of this standard. 

Even Paul lamented his own humanness, which warred against the Spirit of God. He cried out, “Who will save me from this body of death?” The answer: “I thank God, through Jesus” (Romans 7:14-25). It is not ourselves who overcome sin, but the Spirit of Jesus which fights this battle for us. It is a process of conversion. As we mature, some of our past sins have been kicked into obscurity and we begin to develop truly holy and righteous character. Our lives are a continual process of conversion towards the person and potential God created us for. 

Even more than this, we can use our bodies as instruments to help others in need, and to comfort others and to preach the truth about Christ and His love, through our words and actions. This is where the teaching of Christ outstrips all other teachings. The basis of all He asks of us is Love. Love is the founding principle of a Christian life. God is love (1 John 4:8, 16), Jesus disciples are identified by this one hallmark – love (John 13:35).Taming the sinful nature is only part of the work God is doing – He is creating you in Love, and He is creating Love in you.

Baptism – Submersion and Submission
Submission, springing from humility, is to God first, through the leading of the Holy Spirit, seeded in each of us at conversion and baptism. Prior to baptism, one belongs to the world and is subject to the “prince” of the world, who is Satan. After conversion one becomes subject to God, with Jesus as our Lord and Mentor. There is no middle road; there is no compromise and there is no third alternative. Humans either belong to God, through Jesus or they spiritually “belong” to Satan. They are mostly dormant – not active disciples of Satan, but as humans we are “not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be” (Romans 8:7). 

Perhaps an analogy is in order. Imagine a sheep market. One holder (Mr Sin) controls all the sheep. The currency is Christ’s blood. God uses Christ’s blood to pay the price (ransom) for Sin, to redeem us, his ‘sheep’ – to buy us back. (Titus 2:13).

Conversion and baptism are the turning points for a Christian. One hears Jesus’ “story”, believes in Him and responds by repenting from sin, accepting Jesus as Saviour (1 John 4:14). One is baptized and has hands laid on them in order to receive the Holy Spirit which seals them as Christ’s disciple (Ephesians 4:30, Revelations 7:4). But why are we baptized?
Baptism is symbolic of death and burial. As Jesus died and was buried, so we too “die” and are “buried” in the waters of baptism (Romans 6:1-14). Just as Christ emerged from the grave, we also are “resurrected” from our watery grave. We “died to sin” and are “raised to life” – eternally, a life of righteousness in Jesus Christ. We are no longer our own, but are now living in Christ. We are no longer subject to sin and death, but risen to life, to the author of life – God. Baptism pictures ultimate submission to God and complete immersion into this new life with Him. 
Humility vs. Pride

Pride is the opposite of humility and pride in a Christian interferes with submission to God’s will. The great men of the Bible were meek and were subject to God’s will. Abraham, the “Father of the faithful” simply obeyed – there were no arguments with God. God said leave country and family and Abraham did so. God said sacrifice your son and Abraham did – God stopping him at the last moment (Genesis 22:1-18).
Does God require this level of submission? Yes. We are to be living sacrifices (Romans 12:1), completely submitted to God’s will (Romans 12:9). This may lie uneasy for many in today’s society, but you may recall the words of Peter. Jesus teaching was hard to accept and some were leaving the flock. When Christ said to Peter, “Will you also leave?” Peter said no, because only Jesus has the words of life – eternal life (John 6:60-69). Jesus holds the power of life and death (John 6:40), and to him we must look if we hope to live. 
Moses, that great leader of the Exodus, was so lacking in pride, he was willing to die, if that would save Israel. Why? So God’s great name would be upheld. This kind of self-sacrifice is because of love, not fear. It is for appreciation of who and what God is; for deep respect and awe, that we become the ‘clay’ in God’s hands – so that the work He is creating in you and I, will be glorious as Jesus is glorious, and so we too will then glorify God. Jesus, our Saviour was attuned to the Father and submitted to God’s will completely – even to death, a most tortuous demise. Knowing his fate, he still submitted to God, saying, “Let this cup pass from me…not my will but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). 
Jesus said those who love their life, will lose it, but those who give up their life for God will gain eternal life (John 12:25). Even a shred of pride will oppose God’s will (Romans 12:16, James 4:16). We must ask God to root out all pride from us so we will allow Him to be Lord over all our lives (Luke 1:51). We are His servants and He is our Lord. The servant lives to do His Lord’s bidding – he waits attentive to his master’s needs, ready to spring to action when called upon. This is the attitude a Christian must have for God. 

We are also called to serve one another, but once again, pride will interrupt this opportunity and this role. When we serve each other we express love and care for each other taking on the mantle of Christ and when we allow our fellow Christians to be served by us, then we in effect serve Christ. Remember the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31-46). There is no room for pride in this relationship with Christ or with one another (Romans 12:16). 

Recall also the foot-washing ceremony. As Christ was willing to take on the mantle of a servant for each of us, so we also must be willing to serve one another (John 13:1-17).

One needs humility to trust. One needs humility to obey. One needs humility to serve and one needs humility, to submit. 

David was a man, a great and renowned king, who was faithful to God (1 kings 14:8). David, although he was beloved of God, sinned (Psalm 108:6) – a wicked and terrible sin. Yet God loved him. Why? David was humble and God was supreme in his life – a brief reading of the psalms (e.g. Psalm 108) of David shows his love for God, his awe, plus his appreciation for God’s love and God’s blessing and protection. David was exposed as a sinner and he repented when confronted by his sin. 
One needs humility to worship God – we perceive of God’s greatness and our own wonderful yet limited life and body - our mortality and frailty. “He knows our frame and remembers we are dust” (Psalm 103:14). The Bible says that all the nations together are just a “drop in the bucket” to Him. Nowadays with our powerful telescopes probing space, we still cannot conceive of the vastness of the universe. Our understanding of our place in this incredibly huge arena is humbling. God is creator of everything (Genesis 1:1). How could we do anything else but stand in awe. Our God is awesome and we are only “dust”. Without God, to give us life, when we die, that is exactly what we become.
One needs humility to repent, to acknowledge our need for forgiveness and mercy. God is creator and determines our purpose and destiny. He is Lord. It is not hard to understand that humility is needed to recognize our complete reliance on God for life. When we fall short of God’s purpose for us humility fosters repentance, acknowledging our need for God’s mercy, grace and forgiveness. Humility is foundational to submission to God’s will. 

Listening to God

When we empty ourselves of our pride, we will hear God’s voice. So how does God speak to us? How do we know God’s will? The Bible is God’s word. Jesus taught us about God and God’s will for us. God speaks to our hearts through the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is continually leading us along the path God has chosen for each of us. 

Elijah was a mighty man of God. There came a time when he felt terribly dejected, feeling like he was the only person alive who worshipped the mighty God of Israel. God did a wondrous thing. He caused a fire and a windstorm and an earthquake. All of these were mighty, but God was not speaking through these things – God spoke to Elijah in a still small voice (1 Kings 19:1-18).

This is how the Holy Spirit leads us. It inspires us. It conceives of ideas, good for you and for your calling and it convicts your heart of sin, if you are led astray. God does not scream at us through catastrophe, but gently guides us in love. 
To hear this voice we must practice being still, praying, meditating, focusing on the scriptures and bringing all your hopes, dreams and concerns to God. Be still and listen for his reply. God will lead you rightly. He will guide your steps. The Holy Spirit is the ‘voice’ you ‘hear’ arguing against base actions. It is the ‘voice’ you ‘hear’ suggesting you do a good deed for others.
As your human nature is tamed by the Holy Spirit, you become more fully submitted to God. As you release your self from the frantic burdens of life, simplifying your daily schedule, you free up space for God to dwell with you and in you. You will find yourself freed to hear him and do his bidding. 

This is one good reason for the Sabbath. It places God as a priority in your life and releases time for reflection, meditation, worship and inspiration. If you are too frantic for this, then ask God to show you how to release time, what to let go. 

Jesus

Jesus is upheld as the epitome of humility and submission. We are to emulate this ‘lamb’ who, when beaten, abused and interrogated by the authorities, did not retort, but accepted God’s will for him. Though he was divine, he did not respond with pride and anger. 

This is true and ultimate humility, as God, in Jesus form, was led meekly to death. Humility in Christ was the key to success in the most titanic battle of all time. Jesus overcame Satan (Luke 4:1-13) because He was fully submitted to the Father (Verse 8). Salvation and the fate of all mankind, hinged on this facet of Jesus character – humility (Philippians 2:5-7).Take on this cloak of humility – be like Christ, and God will use you in powerful ways. 

Seeing Ourselves as We Truly Are

In humility, we must heed God’s word. “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12 King James Version). The Bible, all scripture, is written for our instruction, admonishment and correction (2 Timothy3:16). This is an extremely important area in which humility is essential. 
It is all too easy, when we are confronted by our own sins to justify ourselves. David sinned. Read 2 Samuel Chapters 11 and 12 . When Nathan the prophet challenged David regarding his sin, David did not justify himself, nor blame others. He cried to God in prayer “against you only have I sinned” (2 Samuel 12:6, Psalm 51:4). He repented of his sin. This is to be our attitude too. Confess your sins to God and repent. 
We are to submit ourselves entirely to our loving God, our Saviour, the Holy Spirit and the written word. We are to submit ourselves wholly to God. When our pride is overcome and humility reigns in our hearts we will be able to be corrected; and we will be pliable to be shaped into the image of God, which is our purpose and destiny (Genesis 1:26-31), conforming to the image of His Son, Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:15, 3:10, Philippians 3:9-11). 

Part 2

Who is this God we Worship?
In order to appreciate the nature and conditions of the Old Testament and the Old Covenant which Israel agreed to, one must step back in time and read the scriptures (Exodus19:8, 24:3). Israel agreed to worship and obey God, the Creator, and only God, who had saved them from genocide, and He committed to bless and protect them.
Logically, the flip side of that agreement is, that God’s blessing and protection would be lifted from them if they were unfaithful (Joshua 8:33, Deuteronomy 11 whole chapter especially verses 26-28).

This same God, the Creator, is he with whom, Christians enter the New Covenant agreement, through our Saviour, Christ.

Some Christians reject the Old Testament and shy away from reading it and from applying its laws and principles to their lives. Some see it as old and redundant, entirely superseded by the New Testament. Some split God down the middle, claiming the Old Testament God is harsh and judgmental and that the New Testament God is merciful and loving. 
We are told however, that the scriptures – those written prior to the New Testament being written – are “God breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16) that is, inspired by God through the Holy Spirit. Salvation through Jesus was preached throughout the Old Testament Scriptures. “And he said unto them, 'These are the words which I spoke unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me'. Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures”, (Luke 24:43-45) – the Old Testament part of the Bible. We are informed that God is the same always; yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Jesus said we must “not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Luke 4:4). What we have and need is the Bible in its entirety. 

God, the Same Yesterday, Today and Forever

What failed in the Old Testament? We are shown through the book of Hebrews that it was not the Old Covenant which was at fault. Nor was it God. It was the flaw in the people which caused the Old Covenant to fail. The law is pure and holy, we are told. If people could have been saved by the keeping of the law which underpinned the original agreement, then Jesus would not have had to die (Galatians 2:21), but because the human heart was not activated by faith (Hebrews 3:7-19), the law failed. The change needed in the human heart comes about by the indwelling Holy Spirit. God turns this “heart of stone” into a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26). The law, yes this same law, is now written on our fleshly hearts (Hebrews 8:10, 10:16). Our hearts and minds embrace the Holy Law of God, which is summarized into the Ten Commandments and which is defined by two overriding principles – to love God with all your heart and mind and soul and to love your neighbour as yourself (Luke 10:27).

The New Covenant with Jesus as our Saviour, still has the Law as the framework for our behaviour (Ezekiel 36:26, Hebrews 8:10, 10:16). The differences are that we are to fulfill the Spirit of the law through love for others and by the power of the Holy Spirit, which has converted our hearts to be responsive to God’s bidding. Indeed it was the Spirit of Christ which was in the holy men of the Old Testament (1 Peter 1:11). The difference between Old and New Covenants are the changes in the human heart wrought by the in-dwelling Spirit of God. This is the same God who never changes (Hebrews 13:8) - the “Old Testament God” who was not harsh and cruel, but He was and is, faithful and just. 

This same God is loving. This one God, who remains the same forever “so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believes in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). It is to this same God, that we submit our lives, and we enter His service through repentance, accepting Jesus as our Saviour and embarking on a new life with Him as our core focus and delight. 

I and my Father are one – obedience

Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples, asked Jesus to show them the Father (John 14:8-10) Jesus replied, “If you have seen me you have seen the Father”. Jesus is the express image of the Father (Hebrews 1:3). Jesus later prayed for the disciples, that they would be one “as we are one”. Jesus described it this way, “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world (John 17:22-24). Christians need to reconcile with the God of the Old Testament for it is this same God who is our spiritual father for eternity. We are invited into this Holy union with Jesus and our Father in Heaven. This oneness and intimacy is made possible because we have received the Holy Spirit of God, dwelling in us. If we identify with Jesus, by now we realize that we equally identify with this God of the Old Testament too. 
Obedience through Suffering

Jesus, speaking of His role, declared that all He taught was what he had heard from the Father. He said He came to do the Father’s will. Jesus is God’s son and was faithful in all He said and did – even to death on the cross. Jesus never sinned, yet He submitted to death and through this was “made perfect” (Hebrews 2:9-11) through suffering. 

For Christians then, we are to let go of pride and vanity, to let go our human “right” to self-determination and give our lives over to God. Through our connection with God, we draw closer and closer to Him and to Jesus. Studying God’s Holy Scriptures and speaking with God, not as if He is a distant and remote relative, but knowing He is so close He lives in your very heart and mind. Speak with Him, depend on Him, meditate on His word, think about what He is telling you and follow Him in all things. 

Fasting facilitates this complete intimacy with God. This spiritual fast, denying oneself for a period of time, while praying and meditating on God’s Holy Scriptures is an expression of submission and worship, and the effect of this is a humble and responsive heart, attentive to God and the promptings of the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 58). Through this complete devotion to God, we disciples of Christ, immerse ourselves in this Holy union. “This is eternal life, to know God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent” (John 17:3).
Study the stories of the great men and women of the Bible, learn from them what it means to be a friend of God. Learn their lessons about God. Familiarise yourself with the events and experiences they had. Through these stories both in the Old Testament and the New Testament we come to know and appreciate who God is. We see His love, mercy, compassion and faithfulness. We realize we need never fear, for God is our Champion too. We can trust Him to provide for our every need, we can cast all our worries and woes on Him and He will carry us through the stormy waters of our lives. True intimacy with God comes through living our lives with God and Jesus as our central focus, with God’s will and His word as our guiding light, and with hearts purified from sin through Christ’s shed blood, now in total submission to Him. Cast off all vanity and pride and then in humble awe, respect and gratitude stay attuned to God. He will draw near to you as you draw nearer to Him (Hebrews 10:15-25, James 4:8, Psalm 63).

One practical measure Christians at times take, is fasting. By denying oneself, having a spiritually reverent attitude, one demonstrates to God, sincerity in seeking a closer relationship with him. In doing so, one must take a step back to examine their attitude toward their fellow man: one must be generous of spirit to others, kind and charitable. Read Isaiah 58, and compare this with Jesus teaching through the parable of the sheep and goats, in Matthew 25:31-46). “Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousnesss will go before you, and the glory of the Lord, will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help and he will say: ‘Here I am’.” (Isaiah 58:8-9). Fasting in this way will bring your attitude in line with God and His love.
Time

Every happily married couple will admit to one key component that helps them to stay close. Time. In fact, every relationship needs time, dedicated time, to stay close. When relationships are neglected and people become too busy, they drift apart and are not as “connected”. Likewise, so is your relationship with God. If you wish to develop and maintain this powerful closeness, intimacy and responsiveness, then you must free up time to dedicate time to our loving Father. Your life with God ought not be something squeezed in at the end of a busy day. Put God first. Prioritise your prayer, meditation and study. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. This way, when you listen for God’s still small voice, you will hear it. 
The Christian walks with Christ, negotiating a path through life’s troubles. Time and chance happen to us all (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and we are all subject to the highs and lows common to humans. Sometimes we will suffer (1 Peter 4:12-19). We may suffer pain, sickness, poverty, imprisonment, rejection, abuse, torment, torture, violations etc. Equally we may experience joy, delight, abundance, health, freedom, respect, promotion, love, etc. This is our human lot and nothing is promised or guaranteed – not even to Christians. God will never leave us, nor forsake us (Joshua 1:5), but He does not promise to take us out of this world, but to “keep us” while we live our lives (John 17:13-24). 

Through experiences of life we are perfected (2 Corinthians 12:9, Colossians 1:28, Matthew 5:38)). It is only through the exercising of faith that faith is developed (James 1:2-6). Other Holy attributes must also be formed in us. Humility is only one. These are character traits God is growing in us – love, joy, peace, longsuffering, patience, kindness and faith (Galatians 5:22-23). We must also “overcome”. What we overcome is pride, vanity and sin. Christ Himself develops this strength in us. Truly we are the clay and God the potter and spiritually we are being created as vessels of honour (Romans 9:22-23), so formed to give Him glory (Verse 23). We are tools and instruments, of God and our lives a living testament of His love, care and faithfulness. Paul understood that any suffering in this world is nothing compared to the glory and honour to come (Philippians 3:8) and that absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:38) and our destiny with Him. 
Of Mercy and Forgiveness

How much would you forgive? There is a Bible hero who forgave his abusers even while they were stoning him (Acts 7:54-60) …. to death. How could someone forgive even while they were being murdered? We are all familiar with the Lord’s Prayer. Do you remember the line which says “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us”? It may also read, “Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us” (Matthew 6:12). This is a crucial part of the Christian code. Forgiveness. It is likely and even probable that every human has, at some time, been hurt, oppressed, abused or taken advantage of by another or even by many. We all have resentments, anger, hurt, affront, even injuries – sometimes psychological stemming from another’s actions or oversights. 
A mother in the city in which I live, recently lost her child when a young driver crashed into her and her children. This gracious woman realized this one tragic moment would affect the young man forever. She hoped this would not be the case and had a forgiving attitude toward him, even while her loss and pain were extremely raw. 

Sometimes in our courts of law people are compelled to attend conciliation meetings during which at times the victim is able to express forgiveness to a perpetrator – sometimes of rape or murder of a loved one. 

Forgiveness means letting something go. It means pardon, clemency, absolution, amnesty and exoneration. It means to cancel out a debt. It means not to seek personal retribution. 

When God allowed Jesus to be crucified, He was holding out forgiveness to each and every human - those who preceded Christ, those who murdered Him, and we who were yet to be born. We understand from the Bible that all humans are under sin. We understand that the “penalty of sin is death” (Romans 5:12). We understand that all humans die (1 Corinthians 15:22) and we know now that in Christ all are offered salvation (Verses 21-23). 

How many times would you forgive? In trying to understand Jesus message, the disciples asked this very question (Matthew 18:21-22). They guessed that more than once was okay. Perhaps they had forgiven a friend some wrongdoing a number of times, so they thought seven times was a good number. Jesus replied, “seventy times seven”, which one must realise this is akin to an unlimited number of times. This may come as a shock to many. Sometimes forgiving even one misdemeanor seems too much.

Once again humility comes to the fore. In Christ, we realize we are forgiven innumerable times. We are human and we are weak with fleshly lusts and pride. We “fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) on many occasions. Although we intend not to sin, yet we still do (Romans 7:23-25). God extends forgiveness to us every time we come to Him and seek forgiveness (1 John 1:9) and Jesus blood covers all our sins (1 John 1:7). 
Forgiveness does not come naturally to humans, and for some it is very difficult indeed. However, knowing God saves us from death through Jesus - forgiving all our failings, as we strive, with His help to overcome - we see our own fallibility and we see ourselves as we really are when we look to Jesus as our standard.
As we walk this Christian walk, we come to realise forgiveness and mercy stem from love. We come to realize that it is because God loves us that He allowed His only begotten son to die. Why? So we may be forgiven and cleansed from sin. Forgiveness and mercy stem from love. The common saying that “love covers a multitude of sins” is in fact Biblical. “Love forgives all things” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).
Conclusion

From these readings we have established the need to eradicate pride from our thinking and from our interactions with each other and with God. We have hallmarked humility as a required trait for the Christian – without which we would fail to be adequately teachable. We would fail to hearken to God’s word. We would hesitate to repent and would remain in our sinful state. We would be unable to serve one another in love, when this is exactly what we are called to do. We would perhaps even fail to worship the one and only True Creator God.

Humility is not about debasing oneself, but about understanding our place with God and His authority in our lives. It also equips us to seek the good of others in all we do. 

Humility also allows us to comprehend ourselves as people under grace and mercy and empowers us to forgive one another. Seeing our own true state, we can understand the frame of all people, their strength and their weakness, for which we need tolerance,  love, compassion and God’s mercy. Submission to God stemming from a humble and contrite heart is key to growing in the grace and knowledge of our Saviour. God bless you as you walk this walk with Jesus in humble servitude.
